
JAMES A. NOYES, Director

June 10, 2004

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

7o Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service"

900 SOURi FlL~MOM AVENUE
AL.HAMHRA, CALIFORNIA 91803-1331

Telephone:{626)456-5100
www.ladpw.org ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

P.O. BOX ]460

ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNfA 91802-1460

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 Wes# Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 900'[2

Dear Supervisors:

IN REPLY PLEASEAn o ~E R~~~ WM_~
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COt1NirOF~OS~.ti' [:!:"

Yoe ~uN 2 s rooa

SUN VALLEY WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN

AND PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
AUTHORITY TO PROCEED
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 3
3 VOTES

VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

Consider the proposed Final Program Environmen#at Impact Report

(PEIR) for the Sun Vaffey Watershed Project, including the comments

received and responses thereto; and certify that, pursuant to State

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines § 1509x: (1) the

PEIR reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the County; (2)

the PEIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA; and (3) the PE1R

was presented to your Board, and your Board has reviewed and

considered the information contained therein in its decision-malting

process prior to approving the project.

2. Adopt the Watershed Management Plan (WMP} ancE afl of its components

for the Sun Valley Wa#ershed Project to solve the local flooding problem

by retaining stormwater runoff from the watershed; increasing water

conservation, recreational opportuni#ies, and wildlife habitat; and reducing

stormwater pollution in the Sun Valley area of the City of Los Angeles.

3. Adogt the enclosed Environmental Findings of Fact and Statement of

Overriding Consideration for the Sun Valley Watershed Project.
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4. Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program to ensure
compliance with the Sun Valley Watershed Project and conditions adopted
to mitigate or avoid significan# effects on the environment.

5. Authorize the District to submit a request to the County Clerk far payment
of fhe Department of Fish and Game filing fee of $850 required by Public
Resources Code § 21089 to be paid concurrent with the filing of the Notice
of Determination.

6. Authorize the District to carry oUt the implementation of the components Qf

the WMP.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICAT{ON OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Sun Valley Wa#ershed area is approximately 4.4 square miles in the Sun Valley

community of the City of Los Angeles. This area presents the last major flooding

problem within the County. There are no storm drains that serve the watershed area to

address the flooding issues that are encountered by the community even in the lightest

of rainfall events.

The District has been working with a group of stakeholders in this watershed area since

November 1998 to provide a multipurpose solution to the flooding problem. The group

has over 65 stakeholders comprised of Federal, State, and local agencies, and nonprofit

and community groups. The group has been in an advisory role for the development of

the WMP. The District and Supervisorial District 3 held several town hall meetings to

discuss the WMP and the various components witE~in the WMP_ The community is very

supportive of this WMP and would like to see it implemented soon.

The purpose of the WMP is develop a plan that will solve the local flooding problem by

retaining as much stormwater runoff from the watershed as possible, increasing water

conservation recreational opportunities and wildlife habitat, and reducing stormwater

pollution in the Sun Valley area of the City of Los Angeles. This is a new approach

towards solving a flooding problem in a highly urban environment.

The WMP is comprised of several component projects that would benefit Southern

California by capturing the stormwater and retaining it in the watershed, and thereby

recharge the local groundwater supplies; provide opportunities to increase recreational

#acilities in areas that are underserved and provide enhancement of water quali#y and

areas that could support wildi'de habitat.
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The WMP includes 7 8 components: the Cal Mat Gravel Pit, New Park on Wentvuorth,

Onsite Best Management Practices, Parking Lot on Sherman Way, Power Line

Easements, Roscoe Elementary School, Sheldon Pit, and Tujunga Wash Diversion,

Stor~ehurst Elementary School, Stonehursf Park, Storm Drains, Strathern Pit, Street

Storage, Sun Va[iey Middle School, Tree Planting and Mulching, Tuxford Green, City of

i.os Angeles Department of Water and Power Steam Plant, and Vulcan Gravel

Processing Plant. Implementation of these components is expected to occur over

ten years or as funding becomes available. Implementation of each of the components

provides muftsuse benefits to the community.

implementation of Strategic Pian Goals

This action is consistent with the County's Strategic Plan Goal of Service Excellen
ce.

By adopting the WMP and approving the PEIR, the District would be able to start

implementing the component projects, which will provide for a better quality of life 
#or

the citizens of the County through the reduction of floadi~g and its related impacts, 
and

through the reduction of pollutants in stormwater runoff.

FISCAL {MPACTlFINANCING

funding for the Department of Fish and Game filing fee is available in the Fiscal

Year 2003-04 Flood Control District Fund.

Funding each component project will be hanciied separately and provided for in fut
ure

Flood Control District Budgets. The District will return to your Board for approval
 of

.construction contracts that wil! be advertised for each of the components in t~►e future.

Public Works will also work with others to obtain grants and other sources of
 funds

towards implementation of the component projects.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Under CEQA, any lead agency preparing a PEIR must provide a public notice withi
n a

reasonable period of time prior to certification of the Environmental Impact Report. 
To

comply with this requirement, a' Public Notice pursuant to § 21092 of the

Public Resources Code was published in the San Fernando Valley Sun on

October 23, 2003, Los Angeles Times — San Fernando Valley Edition on

October 24, 20Q3, and E! Economico on October 31, 2003. Copies of the Draft PEIR

and the WMP were also available for review at the Sun Valley, Van Nuys, Pan
orama

City, North Hollywood Regional, Northwest, Sunland-Tujur~ga, Pacoima, Burbank

Central, City of Los Angeles Cen#raf, and San Fernando Branch Libraries and o
n the

^"~^^^ •^~` '~•+~+ *r+o ~ ~~r~ ~ ~mcac nr .innn ~_ reierson. vvnnen f~S~JOflSeS [O
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website at www.sunvalleywatershed.org. Copies were also sent to the State

Clearinghouse. Notices regarding the availability of the PEfR and tt~e WMP were also

mailed to approximately 2,400 residents and businesses in the vicinity of the project

components.

The public review period for the PE1R and the WMP ended on December 8, 2003.

Commen#s were received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; CALTRANS; the

California Departments of Fish and Game, Health Services, and Water Resources;

Division of Safety of Dams; the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board; the

ULARA Watermaster; the South Coast Air Quality Management District; SCAG; the
Southern California Regional Rail Authority; the City of Los Angeles' Departments of

Water and Power, Environmental Affairs, and Public Works; LAUSD; TreePeople;

Targhee, Inc.; and the Law Offices of John S. Peterson. Written responses to
comments were provided as required by State CEQA Guidelines § 21092.5.

Responses to comments are included in Appendix H of the PEIR.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

CEQA requires public agency decision makers to document and consider the

environmental implication of their action. Pubic Works, as the division of the County

responsib{e for preparing the PEIR on behalf of the District, issued a Notice of

Preparation for the Sun Valley Watershed Project in November 2002 and circulates! it

for a period of 30 days pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15082[aJ, 15103,

and 15375. The Notice of Preparation was accompanied by an Initial Environmental

Study, which found that project impacts related to tie following environrnenta( topics

were less than sign cant: aesthetics, agricultural resources, land use and planning, and

population and housing.

Thirteen written statements were received by Public Works in response to the Notice of

Preparation.. Additionally, a public scoping meeting for the project was held at the

Sun Valley Middle 5choal on November 20, 2002. Oral comments and written comment

cards were received at the meeting.

A Draft PEIR was completed and released for public review on October 24, 2003, and

Public Works initiated a 45-day public comment period by filing a Notice of Completion

and a Notice of Availability with the State Once of Planning and Research. The public

review and comment period lasted for 45 days from October 24 through
December 8, 2003. fn addition, Public Works held a public meeting on the Draft PEIR

on October 29, 20Q3, at Sun Valley Middle School. Comments were received in English

and Spanish (with a simultaneous interpreter) during the public meeting.
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During the official public review period for the Draft PEIR, Public Works received written

comments from 17 public agencies and organizations, all of which Public Works

responded to in the Final PEIR.

Public Works prepared the Final PEIR, and pursuant to Public Resources Code

Section 21092.5, also provided copies of the responses to comments and the Final

PEIR to all commenting agencies.

The PEIR prepared in connection with the project sufficiently analyzes both the feasible

mitigation measures necessary fo avoid or substantially lessen the project's potential

environmental impacts and a range of feasible alternatives capable of eliminating or

reducing these effects in accordance with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.

All of the potentially significant impacts of tE~e project could be mitigated to below a level

of significance with the imposition of all feasible mitigation measures, except that the

following impacts remain significant and unavoidable even after the imposition of all

feasible mitigation measures: air quality and biological resources.

We have prepared the enclosed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program as

required by the State CEQA Guidelines § 15097, which includes maintaining records to

ensure compliance with environmental mitigation measures adopted as part of this

project. Since significant and unavoidable environmental impacts from the project

remain after the imposition of all feasible mitigation measures, your Board is being

asked to adopt the enclosed Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding
Considerations, stating that the significant effects on the environment found to be
unavoidable are acceptable due to overriding benefits set forth in the Statement of

Overriding Considerations.

A fee must be paid to the State Department of Fish and Game when certain notices

required by CEQA are filed with the County Clerk. Upon approval of the PEIR by your

Board, the District will submit $850 to the County Clerk for this fee. !n addition, a

$25 handling fee will be paid to the County Clerk for processing. A Notice of

Determination in accordance with the requirements of § 21152(x) of the California
Public Resources Code wi11 be filed within five working days after project approval.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Not applicable.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The project will not have a significant impact on current services or projECis currently
planned.

CONCLUSION

Please return three approved copies of this letter to Public Works.

Respectfully submitted,

^'JAMES A. NOYES
Director of Public Works

VB:sv/dbm
P:lwmpub~E.AR WatershedlViklWMP Board ieder7 FS redline.doc

Enc.

cc: Chief Administrative Office
County Counsel




























































































































































